Acute Erycibe henryi Prain ("Ting Kung Teng") poisoning.
Erycibe henryi Prain ("Ting Kung Teng"), a species of Convolvulaceae, has been used in Chinese medicine to relieve pain involving the musculoskeletal system, such as arthritis, sciatica, and traumatic tissue swelling. E. henryi can be mistaken for another herbal plant, Tripterygium wilfordii Hook F, used to treat gouty arthritis. We report here three cases of E. henryi poisoning. All three cases presented with vomiting, diarrhea, salivation, diaphoresis, lacrimation, and rhinorrhea; two patients also had miosis, hypothermia, bradycardia, hypotension, and ventricular tachyarrhythmias. Laboratory abnormalities included leucocytosis, hyperglycemia, hyperamylasemia, hypocalcemia, and transiently elevated liver enzymes, creatinine and creatinine phosphokinase. The active constituents of E. henryi include several tropane alkaloids, which exhibit cholinergic activities. Gastrointestinal disturbances and ventricular tachyarrhythmias may occur with ingestion of either E. henryi or T. wilfordii, but the cholinergic symptoms can help to differentiate them.